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L afcadio Hearn, an Irish author, and Y okohama

Lafcadio Hearn (a.k.a. Yakumo Koizumi), an author who had written many books
about Japan, was a son of an Irish doctor and a Greek woman.

Hearn was born in Greece and spent his boyhood in Dublin, Ireland. After he had
studied in England and France, he moved to the United States and became a journalist.
He had been known of the articles related to culture, especially French literature and
ethnic cultures.

In April 4, 1890, Hearn arrived in Yokohama as the correspondent to write travel
notes of Japan. However, because of the complaint to the reward, he cancelled this job
and, as a result, he had stayed in Japan for life.

Hearn had stayed in Yokohama for about 4 months, and he visited many temples and
shrines. Then he also visited Kamakura and Enoshima, of course including the Great
Buddha. It is so famous that he moved to Matsue, Shimane Prefecture, to work as a
teacher in English afterwards.

Hearn wrote his impressions of Yokohama in the book “Glimpses of unfamiliar
Japan”, the first book that he wrote in Japan. In this book he wrote that he had got
acquainted with a young man named Akira, who knew much about Buddhism and
spoke English. He learned much about Buddhism and Japanese folk faith from Akira.

Some scholars mention that Hearn’s background, mixture of Greek and Celtic
cultures, made him easier to understand Japanese culture than the average Western
scholars and writers. In addition, we must notice that he had a chance to see and hear
much about Japan with no inconvenience of language before he moved to Matsue. And
he could have such a chance because he spent his first days of Japan in YOKOHAMA.

Patrick Lafcadio Hearn (1850 1904)
Born in Greece as a son of an army doctor from Ireland and a Greek woman.

After making remarkable works in America as a journalist, he came to
Japan in 1890 as a journey report writer of a magazine. But he quit the job
and became an English teacher in Matsué, Shimane Prefecture. There he got
married Koizumi Setsu, a daughter of a samurai.

After he worked for a teacher in Kumamoto and a English newspaper n
Ko6bé, he got Japanese citizenship and a new name, Koizumi Yakumo. Then he
became a lecturer in English literature at the Imperial University of Tokyo.
There he got respect of students and many of them made a remarkable
literary career. In 1903, he quit the Imperial University and invited to Waseda
University. But after only a half year he passed away.

In his stay in Japan for 14 years, he wrote much books of Japan in English. Some of them are
treated as important sources to understand Japan even today.

You can find further information in the web site below. The webmaster of this site is
a Hearn’s fan in Yokohama.
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